
One war that challenges the morality 
of pacifism 

Bangladesh and the Theory of Just War 

t is widcly 1x:licvt:rl that in the rccent I India-Pnkist;ili coiiflict tlic: United Statcs 
backctl tho .wrong, tliat is, tlic losiiig, sidc. Not 
onougli attention has lxtcn paid tlic: possibility that 
thc United Statrs backtrtl the wrong, tliat is, tho im- 
rnoml, sitlc. This is :in effort to look it. tliat possibility 
within thc friiiiiowork of‘ tlic trnditioiial “jiist war 
tlicory,” :i tlicory t1i:it ~ i i a ! ~  turi i  out to bc: n grcat der11 
J I ~ O ~ C . :  sorviccnM(: tliaii its co1itc:inporary critics s ~ g -  
gest. 

Tho priiiciplos govcrning ;I just  war wcre first 
spollotl oiit by Saint Aiigiistinc and arc :in intogral 
part of scliolilstic rnoriil th~ology c \ ~ l  todii>. \\+cJ~ 

tlic wholo thcory Iias bccn subjcctccl to a r i c w  :incl 
rigoroils scrutiny. It is cloar that total war and 1111- 
clcar war havc Lcon coiidcmiicd c:itcgoric:illy by rc- 
ccnt Pontiffs aiitl l y  \’;iticnn 11. nu t  soine say t h t  
“a1 1 I 11 od ct r I i  war” s t i i ii d s CO i id c HI 11 cd ; t 1 it: a 11111 i g I IO I IS 

n:ortl is tnotlern. \ V l i i l c  total w;irs rising Jiuc1e;ir wcap- 
011s iir(! condemnc:d, :IS is also tho typc of total WU- 
far(: of \i’orltl \I7;1r I I ,  arc ;ill wars i n  our “rriodcrii 
age” to bc rcjoctctl (1 priori as i~iliuman and immoral? 
Thosc: who iiiiswc:r yc’s citc two rccolit clcvclopmciits 
wliich, thcy sa)’? J ~ C :  ill1 argiimc:nts justifyiiig any 
w i  r o h  01 c t c. 

First, evcry war today, cvcn tlic smallest, iiiay csc;I- 
1 ;i t (: i 11 to nu cl c m  \\‘;IT 11c t\\lc!ori t h c t  I riiijor p o \ \ ~ r ~ .  
Second, i n  :i~i ; ip:  of instant co~nrnrinication ;uid with 
an intcniational a g c ~ c y  siich i1s tlic Unitc!d Nations, 
ovcry nation, liowcvor siIial1, c m  mako its pliglit 
k n o ~ v n  to tlic nations of‘ tlic: world FVorlrl Inoral opin- 
ioii is to prcvail against any unjust aggrcssor and con- 
flicts 1)ctwoc:n n:itioiis c ~ i n  bo rcsolvcd by renson:iblc 
arbitratioii. Pizccrrr in ‘rerris is \.cry confident iilx-mt 
this wi>‘ of woiding w i r .  “No illor(: war, war Iicvcr 
again,” sccrns to in:i~i!? to 1)c absolritc:. Thcrcforc:, if 
. . . . . . .- - ... . .... __ . ~ 

EIISICST \i’. RASLY, :I rJlCIIlb(3’ Of t h C !  phi~OSOph?‘ filclllt). 
:)I Saint ]osc:pli’s C:ollcgc in Ikiissolnc!l-, I I I ~ . ,  arid ii stu -  
dent of E:ist AsiilIi affairs, \\‘;IS ;I Ieoci~t visitor to Inclin. 
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Can t k  arguments for a just 
war be extended to 

for the oppressed people? 
include CCpoZitical charity yy 




