
awaits: almost liniitlcss Iiydroclcciric 
potential, plus coal, oil, gas, lignite, 
gold, silver, diamonds, copper, tin, 
bauxite, lead. lungsten, zinc, antimony, 
mercury, molybdcni ni,  asbestos, and 
timber. Whiting quotes a Yakutsk say- 
ing: "When God passed over Yakutia 
while creating the world. his hands 
becanic cold and all tlic rich niincriils 
slipped bctween his fingcrs io thc 
ground below." Hc liiniself is sonie- 
wliai less exuberant, because aciual 
knowledge of East Asian Sihcria's 
.weal111 is fragmentary or unreliable,and 
also because trcasures in the ground are 
not "resources" until niiin and cul~ure, 
history and economics come togcrhcr in 
such a way as lo use tlieni to advantage. 

.Siberian Dci~elnpmiir uird Lasf Asia 
aciually offers us two Whitings: onc, 
thc travcler (in 1975 and 1978); thc 
other. the iinalyst. Their collaboration 
offcrs ;in inforniative and sliniulating 
feast for the rcader. 

The ihrce cliapiers by Wlii~ing- lie- 
traveler excite hope tliat by an interna- 
tional cffort, or a l  lcast by iicquicsccnce, 
Easi Asian Sibcria will be a new froiiticr 
for exploriiIio11, offering lhc rcsourccs 
to offset such prcnionilions o f  globill 
doon1 i i s  thc Club o f  Kome's. Whiting- 
the-analyst ciiutiolis i1giiinst expcciing 
too niucli and tells US the hiird-cdgcd 
qucstions lic asks l i inisclf  

"...What is  ilic actuiil milicriil wealih 
of East and Far East Sibcria. and is ii 
accessible? Docs il offcr significant 
relief from eventual shorlages elsc- 
where in  the USSR, cspccially in oil 
ilnd gas'! I f SO, is i t  dcsirablc 10 ilssist 
Moscow in cxploiiing these rcsourccs 
by making crcdiis and tcchnology 
available from abroad, particularly 
from thc United Stiitcs'! Should this 
iissistancc be Iiiiiliipuliitcd in ordcr 10 
influcncc S v i c i  policy, wliciher iowartl 
human rights i l l  Iioiiie or toward inier- 
vention abroad'!" 

"Wlial ;ire tlic srrntegic impliciitioiis 
O f  ihe Baiknl-Ainur riiilroed for Soviet 
military capiihiliiies in the region'! How 
arc these il1lpliciiIions perccivcd in  
Moscow, Bcijing, and Tokyo? How do 
tlic Japaricse view Sibcriaii develop- 
ment:' ... What are Soviet intcntions in 
East Asiii'! Ciiii they be affccted lor bet- 
ter or for worsc by thc prescncc or ab- 
sence of  forcign cooperation in Sibcriaii 
projects'! Whiii docs [lie opening up of 
Siberia portend for thc Pacific basin ant1 
the larger futurc o f  global resources'!'' 

"...How likcly is local or regional tension 
in East Asia to rcpcat the major-nation 
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conflicts of [lie past'! What issues rc- 
main to bc resolved among neighboring 
regimes? How explosive are they? Is 
trade and the bartering o f  technology 
for resources concessionary or mutually 
advantageous? ... How flexible is policy 
over time? ..." 

Whiting suggests that forecasts for 
the future of Siberia can be read not so 
much in Soviei behavior as in  the 
world's doubts about Moscow's inlen- 
tions. Will the international communi- 
ty, for example, accept a Richard Pipes 
hypothesis (satanic) or, rather, a 
Marshall Sliulman hypothesis (prag- 
matic) aboui tlic Soviet Union'! Wash- 
ington has oscillated between the two, 
as has Beijing. Tokyo has leaned quitc 
steadily roward a Shulman hypothesis. 
Indecd, for half a cenlury now ideologi- 
cal bias has been distorting or causing 
turmoil in  t l ie  calculation of priictical 
possibilities for Siberia. 

w Ii i 1 i ng 's coni man d o f the broad 
Easi Asian historical context eliiibles 
him to remind rciiders what has liap- 
pcned boll1 in fiKI and in  the imagina- 
t ion to shape MOSCOW'S, Beijing's 
Tokyo's. and Washington's present 
assessment o f  potcntials and dcsirable 
coiiiiiiitiiiciits in  Eiist Asian Sibcria. I IC 
often ScCIi is 10 bc lamcnting tlicit ii 

future for this colossal arca o f  the USSR 
iind its indigenous population rests 
upon global power-poliiical conccriis 
antl upon thc prcsunicd inicntions of 
Moscow. I IC hints IhaI to iit1ributc ai1 

efficienl antl cohcrcnt slratcgg to 
Moscow ii nd K 11 a bii ro vs k - though t 11 e 
seemingly rational thing to do-could 
l i l C i i l i  dcnying ourselvcs it spcculativc 
but possibly greill multisided stralcgic 
giiili io be gotten from dci i l i~ig will1 East 
Asian Siberia oii i ts  own iiierits. Tlic 
possibilities include a mutually desir- 
iible niovemcnl of Cliincsc labor into 
Siberi;i's iimbcr i i i i l ls, iiii  atlditional 
source of critical energy iind industrial 
riiw m:itcri;ils for Japan. thc "Wcstcr- 
nization" ; ind "civi1i;inizntion" of t l ic 
Sovict burciiucriicy, tlic e~1liirgc~iie~11 of 
world tri~tlc and iiivcstiiicnt thilt is  SO 

desired by Aliicriciin busincss, ii tlciii- 
onstrotion o l  iiiuluiil profit in  a long- 
tcriii intcrn;ition;il joint venturc, sonic 
ciisilig of border tensions, and iiii im- 
proveiiieiil in Sovict forcigncxchangc 
carn i ng capa b i  l i t  ics t h rough i 11 vcsi- 
liicnls t1iiiI would make 1 1 0  contribution 
to Sovict military production. 

Whiling is liiucli 100 fiistidious illid 

cautious to  write policy prescriptions 
for [lie I l i i i tct l  SIiiICS or others. H is  

findings, howevcr. have inviicd one 
readcr to brood iIbouI an attractive 
possibility: that a boldly comprehensive 
illid successful multini~tional response 
to ihe numbcrless chnllcnges of the in- 
hospitable Siberiirn climate', in building 
the mutual trust that comes from 
cooperation in  ii l imitcd and construc- 
live purpose. might begin to dissolve 
some of' the ilanielcss fears that affect 
other confrontiitiolis between Moscow 
and Washington. On Whiting's cvi- 
dcncc, such an undcrtaking in  East 
Asian Siberia offcrs a low-risk experi- 
ment and [lie possibility of a very high 
rcturn for all conccrned. 

With tlic climatc in today's Oval 
Offke, many would consider such an ex- 
periment unlikcly indecd. Still, thc 
gcstiiiion o f  i l l 1  imporrani new idea has 
riirclg been trouble-Tree. I f  this one car- 
rics to tcriii, Whiting should cliiilii 
pa lcrii i I y . $Vi? 

MONSIGNOR QUIXOTE 
by Graham Greene 
(Simon & Schustcr; 221 pp.;  $12.95) 

Revicwing tlic latesl work by Graham 
Greenc is like criticizing tlic architec- 
ture o f  thc pyramids: presuniptuous iit 
best. Alter all. oiiu docs not "review" 
monuments, one reveres them. And 
with sonic iwcnty or so novcls. s i x  
plays, several dozen shori stories, two 
volumcs o f  aulobiography. and an 
B S S O  r t m c 11 t o I' ess ii y s bc h i ii d h i ni , 
Graham Grcenc is every bit the nionu- 
mcnt. Indeed. his slalurc as living 
Englishman of Bcllcs Lcttres is sharcd 
only with that otlicr criiliky gcnius in 
sclf-cxilc, Kobcrt Gravcs. 

Understanda b l  y , i t  i s  soii ici  i iiies 
tlifficull for us to rcmcnibcr thiit tlic 
Grnliiliii Grecnc of Nice, I'riilice, iilitl 
autlior of  such rccciii i i t les iaS 771~  
Hiirimrr Fanrror ( 1978). Dr. f.'isc.her of 
Gc/ipva (1980), i i l ld IIOW :Mniisi,pinr 
C)iii.rnre is  tlic siiiiic Graham Greenc 
who produced tlic chilling Urighrnn 
H n d  i n  1936 and the lovcly--antl for 
sonic, likc me. his finest work- Tlrc 
Jkwrr o f  rlw MUW in 1948. With such 
accomplishnienis i iow sonic f k r y  ycars 
hcliintl him, should anyone care what a 
revicwer hiis 10 Sily in 1982'! 

Probably not, and i t  is just ns well. 
Grccne has earned his 1)liice i n  tlie 
Grand Tradition. and il' in tlie nexl ceii- 



tury his name is not couplcd with Con- 
rad or James or Virginia Woolf, it will 
surely be linked with Forster and 
Waugh and H. G. Wells. To be, as one 
old friend has called it ,  “a first-rate sec- 
ond-rank author” is no small accom- 
plishment. How many writers working 
today are likely lo achievc it? 

But given the fact that reviewing re- 
mains if not an honorablc praclicc al 
leas1 an accepted one, the reviewer re- 
tains thc responsibility of saying some- 
thing about the tiilc at hand. Alas. 

Monsignor Quixnre is not a good 
novel. Like Amtrak, its path is slow 
and dull. To begin, the novel is a most 
intentional and belabored ([his latter. I 
am certain, was tint intentional) parody 
of the great Cervantes novel, with 
numerous anecdotes and details meant 
to reinforcc that  correlation. Qiiixow, 
then, is a series of picaresque adven- 
tures on the road. 
. The principal characrcrs are. ils tlic 
reader might guess, Quixotr: (i.e., the 
monsignor) and Sancho Panza (ac- 
tually, Sancho Zancas. thc ex-mayor of 
El Toboso). Add to this thc fact that 
“Sancho” is a devout Communist, and 
one can readily imagine the interplay of 
ideology that runs through 220 piigcs. 
Ah, but c m  one imagine? 

We must remeniber that we arc dciil- 
ing with Graham Grecne the Catho- 
I i c- I he m i  vert to Cii I h o I i ci s ni - as 
wcll as Graham Greciic the E;a i /Wc~~  
ideologue. What we liavc in ,Morisipior 
Qirixore is a vehicle, the classical 
dialogue, which allows thc author to cx- 
hibit his knowledge of Catholicisni and 
Marxism in ovcrwhelming detail. Wc 
learn, for example, that in tlic Gospel of 
St. Matthew there are fifteen refercnces 
to hell; in St. Mark, two refcrcnces; i n  
St.  Luke, three; in St. John, none. That 
is, we learn that Graham Grccne knows 
this, just as lie knows what Marx really 
said-and meant-about religion. Bur- 
dened with incessant catechismal ex- 
changes, thc work’s ,fi’rrioir ultimately 
collapses undcr its oun pcdagogical 
weight. 

But let us not close on SO dour ii 
note. The book does have some charm. 
just not enough. There are, for cxiiiii- 
ple, several amusing and, as i l  happcns. 
timely references to Opus Dci, the 
“neoconservat i ves” of I hc CiI t holic 
Church. 

Spanish in origin, likc the Inquisi- 
tion, Opus Dei was founded in 1928 to 
promote lives of “Christian perfection” 
and to acquire influence among “the 

group called intellectuals as well as 
those who, because of their learning or 
office or special dignity, form the rul- 
ing class in civil society.” Today the 
organization numbers some seventy 
thousand. Not surprisingly. Opus Dei 
flourished in Spain under Franco. 

In Moiisigimr Qirixore menihers of 
the group appear a Iiumorlcss, anemic 
lot; and Grecnc makcs them the object 
of comic scorn., much in the way 
Evelyn Waugh treats prigs and Amcri- 
cans. By shcer coincidencc. the novel 
appears at the very moment Pope John 
Paul I1 has granled the organization ele- 
vated status from a secular institute to 
a personal prclaturc (an organization 
whosc head is equivalent to a superior 
general of a religous order)- recogni- 
tion denied i t  by three previous pon- 
tiffs. I think i t  wiis Bishop Sheen \rho 
once reiiiarked that saints are fiiic in 
heaven but are hell on carth. I suspect 
lie had Opus Dei in  mind. 

There are, too, a number of wonder- 
ful exchanges between I he monsignor 
iilitl tlie mayor. such as wlicli they find 
thcmsclvcs by tlic roadsidc drinking 
wine and leaning agiiinsl ii barn wiill: 

”I  ill11 happy to he lying undcr the 
great synihol of the lianiiiicr i I I i d  tlic 
sickle.” 

”Thc poor sicklc hiis beell ritllicr 
ncglectcd i n  Russia, don‘t you t h i n k ,  or 
Iticy woultln’i havc to buy so iiiuch 
whcat from tlic Amcriciins’!” 

“A temporary shortiigc. fatlicr. W e  
cannot pet control the climate.” 

And later, picking up i~ Iiiiljor 
Grcciic thcnie and trcating i t  w i t h  thr: 
cconoiiiy illid irony f o r  which hc is  
justly cclcbratcd: 

.*... Of coursc. in  Spain oiic finds t l i i i t  

all thi.  best people lia\.c heell for iI whik  
in  prison. 11’s possible t l i i i t  H‘C would 
iicvcr have hem1 of your greol :inccsior 
if Ccrvanm had no1 scrvcd liis time 
that wily more than once. The prison 
givcs you cven iiiorc diiince 10 t h i n k  
~ h ; i i i  ii iiioiiastery whcrc ihu poor devils 

hours to pray .  I n  prison I \viis iievcr 
woken u p  before six o’clock and ;it 

night the lights went out usually i l l  
nine. Of coursc interrogations were a p ~  
10 hc pninful, hut  they took place ill iI 
reiisonable hour. Never during I I W  
siesta. The great thing to rcmemher. 
monsignor, is t h a t  unlike ill1 iibhot ; I I~ 

interrogator w;iiiIs 10 slecp at liis usuiil 
hour.” 

For a iiioiiicnt wc have  returncd t i )  

hi l \C  IO wiikc UP iit ill1 sorts of uIIgodl! 

llic prose of 7 % ~  Cbmcv l io l r s .  
Finiilly, Oiic iiiust choose: Shiill I 

read this book‘! Thc answer. 1 think. 
should be obvious: Of coursc. We do 
not ignore the pgriiniitls because tlie 
stones have sterted la CI  unihlc. ’\$!\’.: 

REPORTING U.S.-EUROPEAN 
RELATIONS 

Henri Pierre, Jan Reifenberg, and 
Pierre Salinger 

with James A. Cooney 

by Michael Rice, with Jonathan Caw, 

edited by Michael Rice, 

(An Aspen Institute Book; Pcrganion 
Press; xxii+l20 pp.; S18.5O/S8.95) 

Surprise! The XPIV York TirrrcJs rcflccts 
the views of thc Uniied Stiltes Govern- 
iiiciit aiid c ~ c 1 1  givcs the Ciircful rcader 
ii hin t  of what hnicricans in gcncral arc 
thinking. And T/w Titiiesof London, Lf 
,\lotido, and ilic \ i ( i t ik j i i r iw ,4/(~(wioitie 
Z~i/im.q rcflcct tlie officii11 thinking of 
Ilicir own liatioliiil governments and 
hend soniewliiit 10 thc hiases and con- 
ccriis of tlic countrymen who read 
tliem. I n  orhcr words, tlicsc four greiit 
news pa pc rs ii re i 11 dc I ihl y s ti1111 pet1 w i 111 
liationillity. Ain’t i t  grillid! 

l‘liis slini volunic is ii conipilation of 
mi cxpcriiiicni lirsl cooked up i n  ;I 

liglithciirtcd moment iit thc Aspen In-  
stiiutc and involving cssentially lhc 
talents of four men: Jonathiin Carr, 
Honn correspondent for The Titiills of 
London; llcnri I’icrrc. London corre- 
spondcnl for IY J a n  Kcifcnbcrg. 
Washington corrcspondcnt for thc 
F m l k / - i ~ r f ( ~ r  .-I / / , ~ m l ~ l l f l ( ~  z ~ ~ i / f i ~ l . ~ :  and 
Pierre Salinger, Paris hurcau chicf for 
the Aniericiln Broadcasting Conipilny. 
his crcdcntials ;IS ;I p r i n t  journalist ovcr- 
shadowed by his reputation iiS press 
sccretiirg for Prcsidcnls John F. Ken- 
ncdy and Lyndon B. Johnson. 

“We kncw, ol‘ course, that between 
thc highly tlcvclopcd Westcrn niitions 
;incl tlic Third World or hctwccn the 
dcniocraiic Wcst and thc communist 
East. thc news liiediii display striking 
diffcrcnces in outlook. style and mis- 
sion,” explains tlic unsigned prcface. 
“That can hc cxpcctctl in socictics that 
iirc differcnt i n  other .... But in 
societies t h a t  sharc maliy viilucs and in- 
[crests, such 11s the United Statcs and its 
Europciin nllies. cilii WC‘ cxpect that the 
iicws iiicdia will bchiivc iind look esscn- 
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